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Exodus 20:1-3 And God spoke all these words: 2 “I am 
the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of 
the land of slavery. 3 “You shall have no other gods before 

me.
1.	 The preamble
Exodus 20:1 And God spoke all these words:
In the ancient Near East region, where the Israelites 
received the Law, Kings would demand the exclusive 
loyalty of their subject people. They would announce their 
sovereignty by introducing themselves by name, and 
then list their mighty deeds, after which they would issue 
decrees in that order. The introduction to the Moral Law 
(Exodus 20:1-3) follows the same order.  
a)	The                                             behind the Moral Law is God 

himself (Ex. 20:1).
b)	He personally communicated the Moral law to the 

Israelites by                                        speaking to them 
collectively and individually (Ex. 19:16-19, 20:1).

c)	He used verbal words to convey the Moral Law to them 
and then                               it on stone tablets with his own 
figure, after which they were securely  
                                in the Ark of the Covenant (Ex. 20:1, 24:12, 
25:16, 31:18).

2.	The identity and nature of God 
Exodus 20:2(a)
“I am the Lord your God…”
a)	God identifies himself as                         (LORD), the 

personal name he revealed to Moses. “I am who I am.” It 
declares the uniqueness of God. He is the eternal, self-
existent God (aseity). He is unlike anything in the created 
world due to his transcendent, holy (his otherness), 
perfect, and divine nature. Only he has the power of 
being, in and of himself. Everything else, including the 
universe, had a beginning and is contingent, is derived, 
and dependent on him to lend being to it. YWHW does 
not derive his being from something before or outside of 
him. (Gen 2:7, Exodus 3:13-14, Ex. 34:6-7, Num. 16:22, Deut. 
30:20, Ps. 46:1, Acts 17: 28, Heb. 1:3). He is the source and 
ground of all being. continually sustaining creation by 
the power of his Word.
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b)	God also identifies himself as                                  (God), 
often used when referring to God the creator (Gen. 1:1). 
The Hebrew noun means God, from the root word ‘El’ 
which means supreme greatness, majesty, strength, the 
strong one with total power. The suffix – ‘im’ at the end of 
the word makes it grammatically a standard masculine 
plural in Hebrew. Even though it is plural in form, when it 
appears in the Hebrew Bible, it usually pairs with singular 
verbs and adjectives. In these cases, it refers to a single, 
singular deity—specifically the God of Israel. (in reference 
to his triune nature of God - the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit)

c)	A God who is in a covenant relationship with his 
people and identifies with them as their God. ‘The Lord                      
God’ is covenant language referring to a people chosen 
by grace as a special and treasured possession (Ex. 19:5).  

2.	The mighty deeds of God in salvation.  
Exodus 20:2(b)  “…who brought you out of Egypt, out of 
the land of slavery.”
a)	God                               his people from exile in a foreign 

land, and they are now on their way to the promised 
land. He identified with his people when they were away 
from the promised land. 

b)	His work in the redemption and                                      of 
his people from bondage and slavery revealed a loving, 
caring, and good God, who works for the welfare of his 
people.

3.	The first commandment
Exodus 20:3 “You shall have no other gods before me.

a)	                                           to YWHW as the self-existent, life-
giving God.

b)	                                     of Elohim as God the creator.
c)	                                        to the covenant-keeping God 
d)	                                      with the God who identifies with his 

people in exile
e)	                                         to the God of our redemption and 

deliverance 
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